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Water under Snow is Heavy 

First Performance: British Council Lunchtime Concert 28.6.2000. 
British Council, Fontanka 46, St Petersburg. 
Performers: Anton Shelepov - violin and Oleg Belov - Pianoforte. 
Programme: Dyson: Water under Snow is Heavy 
Prokofiev: Violin Sonata No 1 

This piece was written for Anton Shelepov and Oleg Belov because I had 
heard them play the Prokofiev Sonata. I knew I did not need to worry 
about technical difficulties and that I could write down what I heard in 
my head without thinking about how fingers lie on strings or piano keys. 
This is a compliment to Russian instrumental teaching; long may it 
continue. The fact that I completed this piece on May 1st on the 4th 
Anniversary of my arrival in St Petersburg is totally co-incidental. 

I hesitate to call this piece a Sonata; it is because that structure is too 
formal in its expectation. I have written a piece whose mood is 
changeable like the weather - serious but with sunny periods. It falls into 
three sections: a formally classical Allegro Moderato: a serious Molto 
Espressivo and a lighter Allegro con Spirito that finally gets serious 
again to remind us that "Water under Snow is Heavy". Forgive me but I 
grew up in a climate in the UK where if we had more three days of snow, 
this was serious chaos. Winter in Russia continues to fill me with awe. 



"Water under Snow is Heavy" was recorded by the 

artists it was written for and issued on the Olympia Label ( OCD 712) 

The timings of the three movements are quite different and I have grown to prefer them ! 



